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GOOD FRIDAY 
Tenebrae Vespers 

7:00 PM Friday, April 10, 2020 

All enter the church in silence. 

Stand 

The OPENING VERSICLES  

P O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 

The PSALMODY Psalm 2:1–12 

1Why do the | nations rage* 
and the peoples | plot in vain? 

2The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel to- | gether,* 

against the LORD and against his anointed, | saying, 
3“Let us burst their | bonds apart* 

and cast away their | cords from us.” 
 

 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
 

Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran Church! Here, you will find a community 
thriving on God’s mercy and forgiveness, anchored in the Holy 
Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions, rejoicing in the historic liturgy 
of the Church, and learning to live as the family of God. As God’s family 
here in Tuscola, we invite you to join us for worship to grow in God’s 
rich mercies in Christ, and we welcome you to the life of Christ and His 
Church with open arms! 
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4He who sits in the | heavens laughs;* 
the Lord holds them in de- | rision. 

5Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,* 
and terrify them in his fury, | saying, 

6“As for me, I have | set my King* 
on Zion, my | holy hill.” 

7I will tell of | the decree:* 
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; 
today I have be- | gotten you. 

8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,* 
and the ends of the earth your pos- | session. 

9You shall break them with a | rod of iron* 
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.” 

10Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;* 
be warned, O rulers | of the earth. 

11Serve the | LORD with fear,* 
and rejoice with | trembling. 

12Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 
for his wrath is quickly | kindled.* 

Blessèd are all who take ref- | uge in him. 

Sit 
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The HYMN  LSB 450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 
 sts. 1–3, 7 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012632. 
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The PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  

P The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John, beginning in the 18th 
chapter. 

The READING St. John 18:1–14 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron 
Valley, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who 
betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas, 
having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the 
Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that 
would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” They 
answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed 
him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell 
to the ground. So he asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of 
Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 
This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost 
not one.” Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant 
and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) So Jesus said to Peter, “Put 
your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 

So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and 
bound him. First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was 
high priest that year. It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient 
that one man should die for the people. 
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The HYMN  LSB 439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken 
 sts. 1, 3–4 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

A candle is extinguished. 

The READING St. John 18:15–27 
Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known 

to the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest, but Peter stood 
outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and 
spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. The servant girl 
at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, 
“I am not.” Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, 
and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and 
warming himself. 

The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. Jesus 
answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and 



7 

in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask 
me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said.” When he 
had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is 
that how you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear 
witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” Annas then 
sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also 
are not one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the servants 
of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see 
you in the garden with him?” Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed. 

The HYMN  LSB 430 My Song Is Love Unknown 
 sts. 1, 4–5 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
© John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012632. 

A second candle is extinguished. 
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The READING St. John 18:28–40 

Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It was 
early morning. They themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that they 
would not be defiled, but could eat the Passover. So Pilate went outside to them and said, 
“What accusation do you bring against this man?” They answered him, “If this man were 
not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.” Pilate said to them, “Take 
him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful 
for us to put anyone to death.” This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show 
by what kind of death he was going to die. 

So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say 
it to you about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests 
have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is 
not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, 
that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 
Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. 
For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate said to him, 
“What is truth?” 

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt 
in him. But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do 
you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 40They cried out again, “Not this 
man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. 
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The HYMN  LSB 438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 
 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012632. 
Public domain 

A third candle is extinguished. 

 



10 

The READING St. John 19:1–16 

Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. And the soldiers twisted together a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. They came up to him, saying, 
“Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. Pilate went out again and said 
to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” 
So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, 
“Behold the man!” When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify 
him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no 
guilt in him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought 
to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” When Pilate heard this statement, he 
was even more afraid. He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you 
from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? 
Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” Jesus 
answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you 
from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 

From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this 
man, you are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” 
So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat 
at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. Now it was the day of 
Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your 
King!” They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, 
“Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 
So he delivered him over to them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus,  
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The HYMN  LSB 454 Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle 
 sts. 1, 3–4 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
© 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012632. 

A fourth candle is extinguished. 

Stand 

The READING St. John 19:17–24 

and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called the place of a skull, which 
in Aramaic is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on 
either side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. 
It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, 
for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in 
Latin, and in Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King 
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of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate answered, “What 
I have written I have written.” 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into 
four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in 
one piece from top to bottom, so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots 
for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided 
my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” So the soldiers did these 
things,  

The HYMN  LSB 425 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 

A fifth candle is extinguished. 

Sit 

The READING St. John 19:25–30 

but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the 
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom 
he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said 
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to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own 
home. 

After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I 
thirst.” A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a 
hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, 
“It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

The HYMN  LSB 451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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A sixth candle is extinguished. 

The READING St. John 19:31–37 
Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the 

cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs 
might be broken and that they might be taken away. So the soldiers came and broke the 
legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when they came to 
Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. But one of the soldiers 
pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. He who saw it 
has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that 
you also may believe. For these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not 
one of his bones will be broken.” And again another Scripture says, “They will look on 
him whom they have pierced.” 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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The HYMN  LSB 453 Upon the Cross Extended 
 sts. 1, 3–5 

 

 

 

 
 

    5 Your soul in griefs unbounded, 
Your head with thorns surrounded, 
     You died to ransom me. 
The cross for me enduring, 
The crown for me securing, 
     You healed my wounds and set me free. 

Public domain 

The RESPONSORY 

P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

P Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put away. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
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P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

 
The OFFICE HYMN LSB 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 

 

 

 

 

5 If my sins give me alarm 
    And my conscience grieve me, 
Let Your cross my fear disarm; 
    Peace of conscience give me. 
Help me see forgiveness won 
    By Your holy passion. 
If for me He slays His Son, 
    God must have compassion! 

6 Graciously my faith renew; 
    Help me bear my crosses, 
Learning humbleness from You, 
    Peace mid pain and losses. 
May I give You love for love! 
    Hear me, O my Savior, 
That I may in heav’n above 
    Sing Your praise forever. 

 
Public domain 
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The SERMON  
The MAGNIFICAT 

C My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 
 for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
 For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 
 For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 
 and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation. 
 He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. 
 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly. 
 He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty 

away. 
 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to 

our fathers, to Abraham and his seed forever. 

The KYRIE  

P Lord, have mercy. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P Christ, have mercy. 
C Christ, have mercy. 
  
P Lord, have mercy. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

The LORD’S PRAYER 

The COLLECT  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 

P Let us pray: Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord 
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men 
to suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The COLLECT OF THE DAY  
P Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should bear 

for us the pains of the cross and so remove from us the power of the adversary. 
Help us so to remember and give thanks for our Lord’s passion that we may receive 
forgiveness of sin and redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 

The COLLECT FOR PEACE 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, 

give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the 
fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
A seventh candle is extinguished. A loud noise sounds. 

All leave in silence. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE TRIDUUM . . . the holy three days of Christ’s Passover 
begins on Holy (Maundy) Thursday on the eve of our Lord’s Crucifixion. The service 
on Holy Thursday culminates the Lenten period of preparation for Christ’s Passion and 
Resurrection and leads into his sacrifice on our behalf. On this day we remember 
Christ’s sacrificial service demonstrated in his washing of the disciples’ feet, a 
servanthood enacted on the cross, whose benefits are bestowed in his means of grace. 
The service culminates with the Lord’s ministry to his people through the Sacrament 
of the Altar. The depth of Christ’s servanthood is also demonstrated as the altar is 
reverently stripped in preparation for the church’s observance of Jesus’ death on Good 
Friday.  

GOOD FRIDAY . . . is not observed as a funeral for Christ. It is a day for repentance over 
sin and restrained joy and praise for the redemption Christ accomplished for us on the 
cross. In keeping with its character, music is kept to a minimum, though not silenced, 
and elaborate words of praise are omitted. Because this service is part of the Triduum, 
the three holy days, it has neither an entrance rite nor benediction. The concluding 
hymn ensures that the final note of the service is one of triumph, for God’s faithful 
know the end of the story. 

THE VIGIL OF EASTER . . . which is celebrated at the end of Holy Saturday as the 
conclusion to the sacred Triduum, ushers in the celebration of the Resurrection of our 
Lord. To hold vigil means to “keep watch.” In some places in the early centuries of the 
church’s life, a vigil in expectation of Christ’s return at Easter became a common 
feature of the celebration of his Crucifixion and Resurrection. It was also a common 
time for individuals to be baptized. Because the Vigil of Easter marks the final day in 
the sacred Triduum, the service ends with the Benediction (which has not been heard 
since the Triduum was begun) and the Easter acclamation: Christ is Risen! 
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A PRAYER FOR IMMANUEL 

My dear Lord Jesus, I want to know You as Savior and Friend, Help me to grow into a 
mature disciple so that I can demonstrate God’s love and forgiveness in all I do. Teach me 
to share my faith in You and to serve others in my vocation. Make Immanuel Lutheran 
Church a place where lost and hurting people find friendship, forgiveness, and faith, and 
where Christians gather to serve You in love for one another, for the community, and for 
the world. Amen. 

     REV. JASON BRAATEN, PASTOR 
 
Home: ................................. (217) 253-4539 
Mobile: ............................... (217) 460-2077 
Email: ............... pastor.braaten@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 

Monday–Thursday ........... 8:00 AM–12:00 PM 
or by appointment 

 
 
 
 

       CONNIE COATS, SECRETARY  
Office: ................................ (217) 253-4341 
Email: ........... immanuel.tuscola@gmail.com 
 
Office Hours: 

Monday–Tuesday .............. 8:00 AM–2:30 PM 
Wednesday–Thursday ..... 8:00 AM–12:30 PM 
 


